
   
 
 
 
 

Homeless Issues Committee Meeting  
October 15, 2009 -- 12:30 PM 

Santa Monica Main Library 
Staff Conference Room, 2nd Floor 

601 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 

 
DRAFT MEETING NOTES 

 
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

 
The meeting was called to order at 12:37p.m. with Flora Gil Krisiloff representing Supervisor 
Yaroslavsky and Arturo Piña representing Council member Rosendahl. See attached Sign-In 
Sheet for other attendees. 
 

A. Introduction of Karla Barrow, Managing Attorney at the Legal Aid Foundation of Los 
Angeles in the Santa Monica Office 
 

Ms. Barrow was welcomed and introduced. Ms. Barrow provided a brief discussion of some of 
the services provided by the foundation which include assistance with government benefits, 
family law, immigration, consumer, housing and legal defense. Ms Barrow also expressed an 
interest in providing a small satellite program at the winter shelters. Ms. Barrow will coordinate 
with the operator of the Winter Shelter program.  
  

II. Status of Planning for the Homeless Workshop  
 

It was agreed that since there has been the need to focus on the VA Building 209 effort on the 
VA campus, which is underway, the Homeless Workshop focusing on veteran issues should be 
held over to the beginning of 2010.  
 

III. Updates:  
A. Winter Shelter Program  

(Michael Arnold, executive director of LAHSA and Staff) 
 

LAHSA provided an update on the Winter Shelter program. It was indicated that LAHSA will 
implement the program this year the same as last year with some alternative pickup sites being 
considered, such as an alternate relocation of the Sawtelle site. It was indicated further that 
LAHSA didn’t receive funds from the State to support leasing the armories for the program after 
the current year. Following discussion on the program, the Committee agreed that the COG 
member jurisdictions should elevate efforts with the State to 1) restore the State Emergency 
Housing and Assistance Program (EHAP) or 2) don’t charge for the use of the armories. It was 
noted that with respect to charging for the use of the armories, the State provided funding for 
leases is paid back to the State visa via the lease payments; therefore, why charge? LAHSA will 
also seek to include Glendale and Burbank in any advocacy effort on this matter. 
 
It was also indicated that because of reduction in funding that the operator will not be able to 
provide staff (intake or case management) at the Westside pickup sites. The operator will 

http://www.lafla.org/index.php
http://www.lafla.org/index.php


continue to work with the Westside coalition to identify strategies to address this. It was further 
indicated that this may be an opportunity for local volunteers or local coalitions to get more 
involved.  
 
The shelters are expected to open on December 1st. LAHSA will post on its website information 
on the shelter program logistics (locations and contact phone numbers etc…) by mid-November.   
 
  

IV. Discussion of Homeless Issues Committee Work Program for 2010-2012 
 
Staff presented the proposed work program. There were some suggested modifications to the 
proposed work program that included: a separate bullet on increasing efforts to obtain more 
housing assistance vouchers, especially Shelter Plus Care and HUD VASH vouchers; broaden 
to include targeting resources to family, youth, veterans and the elderly; broaden to create 
better linkages to the VA greater Los Angeles health care system for housing, supportive 
services and benefit opportunities; and better accessing of supportive services from the County.  
 

V. Next Steps, Confirmation of Next Meeting Date and Future Agenda Items 
 

1. It was requested that the committee receive a briefing on the outcome of the Homeless 
Stimulus funding (Homeless Prevention & Rapid Re-Housing Program (HPRP) funds) and 
CDBG funds for homeless.  

 
VI. Receive and File: 

A. June 18, 2009 Committee Meeting Notes 
   
The meeting notes were received and filed without modification. 
 

VII. Announcements: 
 

• United Way has published HOMELESS COST STUDY-United Way of Greater Los 
Angeles, October 2009.  

•  United Way of Greater Los Angeles, HomeWalk 2009, is on November 7, 2009. 
  

VIII. Public Comment RE Items Not On the Agenda  
NOTE:  Depending on the length of the Agenda and number of individuals desiring to 

address the Committee, the time allotted for Public Comment may be limited. 
 

Public input was expressed about the demographics of the shelter program for last year that the 
number for individual adults seemed to be relatively flat; yet, the numbers for families with 
children was up in some shelters as much as 40% to 200%. LAHSA provided a brief response 
indicating modifications to respond to this change in program demographic is underway.  
  

IX. Adjournment  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:33pm to December 17, 2009 at 12:30pm Santa Monica Main 
Library. 

http://www.unitedwayla.org/getinformed/news/Documents/HomelessCostStudy_09_r2_v3.pdf
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